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Greek Roots


Name:
____________________________

Week 01

Study the words for each Greek root and be prepared to give the meaning of that word.  Each week you will get new Greek roots.  You will build your vocabulary knowledge through these Greek roots. 

I. Anthrop-
human being, man, manlike
Examples:

anthropologist 
a scientist who deals with the origin, history, and custom of mankind; from Anthrop (man) and Log (science, study, idea)

philanthropist 
a person who shows a love of mankind by deeds of practical kindness; from Philos (loving) and Anthrop (man)

anthropoid 

resembling man; Eidos (form)

Related words: 
misanthrope, anthropomorphic

II. Arch- 
ancient, beginning, first
Examples:

archeology 
study of past life by excavating and classifying the remains of ancient cities, etc.; from Arch (ancient) and Log (discourse, study)

archetype 
original pattern or model; from Arch (beginning) and Typos (strike)

monarch 
king, queen, emperor, etc.,; from Mono (alone) and Arch (rule, to be first)

Related words: 
oligarchy, archaic, patriarch, anarchy, architect, archangel

III. Auto- 

self (Autos)
Examples:

autograph
person’s name written by himself; from Auto (self) and Graph (to write)

autocrat-autocrat 

absolute rule; from auto self) and Krat (strength)

automobile 
car that carries its own engine; from Auto (self) and Mob (Latin: moving)

Related words: 
autobiography, autonomy, autopsy, authentic, autocracy, autonomous, automaton, automation)

Week 01

IV. Bio- 

life (Bios)
Examples:

biography

story about a person’s life;  from Bio (life) and Graph (to write)

biology
the science of life or living things; from Bio (live) and Log (science, study)

biochemistry 
the chemistry of plants and animal life

Related words:
biophysics, autobiography, biometry, antibiotic, microbiologist

V. Chron- 
time
Examples:

chronology 

arrangement of time in periods; from Chron (time) and Log (science)

chronic 
the continuing for a long time, having had a disease or bad habit for a long time

anachronism 
act of putting a person or thing in some time when it does not belong; from Ana (against) and Chron (time) 

Related words: 
chronicle, synchronize, chronometer, synchronous, chronograph 

What to study for your Greek roots quiz?

· Study the definitions of the Greek roots

· Know the vocabulary words and their corresponding meanings.
